2009 White Cane Proclamation

 PROCLAMATION

Whereas, in 1967, New Mexico became the first state to adopt the Model White Cane Law written by Dr. Jacobus tenBroeck, founder and first President of the National Federation of the Blind; and

WHEREAS, the White Cane law, NMSA 1978, Sections 28-7-1 to 28-7-7, gives persons who are blind, visually impaired, or who have a disability the same right as all citizens to the full and free use of the streets, highways, sidewalks and other public places; and

WHEREAS, the White Cane Law also includes persons who use guide dogs, giving such persons the right to safe and functional use of public facilities, places of public accommodation, and other places to which the public is invited; and 
WHEREAS, 2009 is the 200th anniversary of the birth of Louis Braille, the inventor of the Braille reading system used by the blind; and 

WHEREAS, like the White Cane, Braille is an essential and irreplaceable tool for persons who are blind or visually impaired; and 

WHEREAS, Congress has passed the Louis Braille Bicentennial-Braille Literacy Commemorative Coin Act, which authorized the U.S. Mint to issue the 2009 Louis Braille Bicentennial Silver Dollar to commemorate the anniversary of the birth of Louis Braille and to recognize the importance of Braille; and   
WHEREAS, proceeds from the sale of the Louis Braille Bicentennial Silver Dollar will be used to promote Braille literacy:

Now therefore, I, Bill Richardson, Governor of the State of New Mexico, do hereby  proclaim October 15th, 2009, as "White Cane Safety Day" throughout the State of New Mexico, and encourage the citizens of New Mexico to be aware of the White Cane Law, and their responsibility in upholding it; to be aware that persons with  disabilities have much to offer and their energy, creativity and hard work can greatly strengthen our State and our economy; to recognize that the white cane is an instrument of safety and independence; and that Braille is likewise an essential tool for independence and economic security for persons who are blind or visually impaired.

Done at the Executive Office this 15th day of September, 2009. 

Witness my hand and the Great Seal of the Great State of New Mexico

Bill Richardson

Governor

Attest:  Mary Herrera, Secretary of State

