COMMISSION FOR THE BLIND

Short title.

Sections 1 through 9 [28-7-15 to 28-7-23 NMSA 1987] of this act may be cited as the "Commission for the Blind Act".

Commission for the blind created.

A There is created the "commission for the blind', consisting of three members, at least one of whom shall be blind, appointed by the governor with the advice and consent of the senate.  Members of the first commission shall be appointed for staggered terms, one ending on December 31, 1988, one ending December 31, 1990 and one ending December 31, 1992.  Thereafter, appointments shall be for staggered terms of six years.
B  A majority of the members of the commission constitutes a quorum for the transaction of business.  The commission shall elect a chairman from its membership.
C  Members of the commission shall be compensated as provided in the Per Diem and Mileage Act [10-8-1 to 10-8-8 NMSA 1978] and shall receive no other compensation, perquisite or allowance.

Commission for the blind; powers and duties.

The commission for the blind shall;

A  apply for and receive money from any state or federal agency to be used for purposes relating to blindness and receive on behalf of the state any gifts, donations or bequests from any source, to be used in carrying out the commission's duties;

B  maintain a complete register of blind persons domiciled in New Mexico, specifying the nature and cause of blindness, capacity and need for educational or industrial training and other pertinent information;


C  maintain bureaus of information and industrial assistance to help blind persons find employment, training them in work which may be pursued in their own homes and assist them in merchandising and marketing their goods;

D  establish, equip and maintain a center with qualified instructors for vocational, industrial and other training of eligible blind persons.  The center shall also provide for orientation and assistance for the adjustment of blind persons;

E  research and study the causes of blindness and its prevention in cooperation with the state or any other entity which the commission deems appropriate;

F  cooperate with appropriate state agencies in the adoption and carrying out of preventive measures relating to blindness;

G  promulgate rules and regulations necessary to effectuate the provisions of the Commission for the Blind Act [28-7-15 to 28-7-23 NMSA 1978}; and

H  publish an annual report on the activities and services of the commission.


28-7-18.  Staff.

The commission shall appoint a director, who is the administrative officer of the commission.  The director shall employ such assistants and employees as are necessary for the efficient operation of the commission.  The director and all employees are subject to the Personnel Act.

28-7-19.  Qualification as blind; examinations required.

A Qualification of a person as blind shall be determined by means of an eye examination by a licensed ophthalmologist.  Blindness shall be the major handicap in cases of multiple handicaps.  Persons who are not blind but who have been certified by a licensed ophthalmologist as suffering from a deteriorating condition which will result in blindness also qualify as blind./
B 

B  The commission shall determine the procedure to be followed for the examination of any person to establish blindness and shall maintain a list of all ophthalmologists currently licensed in New Mexico.  The person may choose any licensed ophthalmologist to make the examination and the cost shall be paid by the commission pursuant to its regulations.

28-7-20.  Corrective medical services.

In addition to arranging and paying for examinations to determine blindness, the commission may arrange and pay for medical and surgical treatment of blind persons whenever a listed ophthalmologist judges that the treatment will be beneficial.

Reports.

Whenever a licensed ophthalmologist finds a person he has examined to be blind, he shall report this fact, along with details of the examination, to the commission within thirty days of the examination date.

Receipt of federal funds; designation.

The commission is authorized to receive and administer any federal funds relating to vocational rehabilitation of blind persons.

Hearing; appeal.

The commission shall provide an opportunity for a fair hearing to any person applying for or receiving services who is dissatisfied with any act or failure to act arising from the operation of or administration of any program of the commission.  The commission shall adopt rules and regulations as necessary to govern the conduct of such hearings.

