Commission for the Blind

DRAFT MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING

April 25, 2017, 10:00 AM

Commission for the Blind
2905 Rodeo Park Dr. E. Bldg. 4 Suite 100
Santa Fe, NM 87505

1. Call to Order

Chairman Schreiber called the meeting to order at 10:02 am.

2. Roll Call

Roll was taken and present were Art Schreiber, Jim Babb, and Dallas Allen.

3. Introduction of Guests

Guests included Ginny Lusk, the Commission's Assistant Attorney General . Staff present included Greg Trapp, Kelly Burma, Jim Salas, Monica Maestas, Lacy Reynolds, Nicole Romero, and Trish Adams.

4. Approval of Agenda

Commissioner Allen moved to approve the agenda as presented and Commissioner Babb second the motion. A vote was taken and the agenda was unanimously approved. 

5. Approval of minutes for the meeting of January 23, 2017

Trish Adams stated that in item 10 c the word has was corrected to read have in the first sentence that references Governor’s Office approval of travel requests. Commissioner Allen moved to approve the minutes as corrected and Commissioner Babb seconded. A vote was taken and the minutes were unanimously approved as corrected.

6. Chairman’s Report, Arthur A. Schreiber

The Chair had no report.

7. Director's Report, Greg Trapp

a. Major Trends and Developments, Trapp

Greg spoke briefly about the eHe budget battle taking place in Washington D.C.  Greg also talked about Governor Martinez vetoing  portions of the budget and reported that the Legislature has sued the Governor over some items that were vetoed. 

b. Administration and Finance, Maestas
c. Independent Living and Vocational Rehabilitation, Salas
d. Orientation Center, Trapp
e. Skills Center, Burma 1 hour

8. Unfinished Business

a. Update on Cost Allocation Methodology, Maestas 

Monica Maestas said that they submitted the Cost Allocation Methodology on December 23. She said that receipt was acknowledged and that it is being examined by Phillip Luster.

9. New Business

a. Approval of FY 18 Operating Budget, Maestas

Monica Maestas said that they are nearly finished with the budget and that she expects to have it ready to submit in final form prior to the deadline. She thanked Connie Romero and Nicole Romero for their assistance in preparing the budget. She spoke briefly about the positions that were removed from the budget by the legislature and reported on a conversation with Richard Blair. She said that she was informed that if documentation could be provided showing that positions are funded that the positions would not be lost.

Monica said that the total General Fund was $1,938,800, with $325,200 in Other Transfers which includes  Technology for Children and transfers with DVR, $5,885,500 in Federal Revenues, and $4,654,000 in Other Revenues. She said the total FY18 operating budget is $12,803,500.

Commissioner Babb moved to approve the budget for Fiscal Year 2018 as presented and Commissioner Allen seconded the motion. A vote was taken and the budget for Fiscal Year 2018 was unanimously approved. 

b. Approval of Policy on Internal Control over Compliance Requirements for Federal Awards, Trapp and Maestas

Greg said that the agency had an audit finding due to an error in a federal report. As a result, the agency is required by the federal government to develop a policy on how to avoid such mistakes, and to submit accurate federal reports. Greg said the policy had been sent out, and he summarized the policy saying that it required that the Commission maintain a folder with federal instructions on how to complete reports, and that the Commission have more than one employee check the reported numbers. 

Commissioner Allen moved to approve the policy, and Commissioner Babb seconded. A vote was taken and the policy was approved unanimously.

c. Update on HR Consolidation, Trapp and Maestas

Greg Trapp and Monica Maestas talked about their discussion with the State Personnel Office about the consolidation, including the federally approved Cost Allocation Methodology and how it does not allow for the use of federal VR dollars for purposes other than those allowed under the VR program. 

d. Update on Administration on Community Living Consolidation of Designated State Entities into a Single Designated State Entity

Greg said that the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act moved the Independent Living Part B from RSA to the Administration on Community Living under the U.S. Department of Health And Human Services. He said that the ACL is now wanting only a single Designated State Entity, and that he is recommending that it be the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation. He said that the issue  could impact the use of Social Security program income to support the IL program since the Commission must receive some Part B dollars to use Social Security program income for independent living. 

10. Commission Open Discussion

There was no open discussion.

11. Comments from the Audience

There were no comments from the audience

12. Date and Location of Next Meeting

The next meeting will take place in Albuquerque on July 21 at 9:30 AM in the Lecture Hall at the Albuquerque Skills Center. The following meeting will take place at that location also on August 28 at 1:00 PM. 

13. Adjourn

Chairman Schreiber adjourned the meeting at 12:17 PM.


_____________________________
Arthur A. Schreiber
Chair



